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r.~ . Smith J . DeFrance , Engi neer-in- Char ge , 
Ames Aer onautica l Laboratory, 
I\ioff et t Fiel d, Califor ni a . 

Dear Smit ty: 

Excuse my de l ay in v;ri t i ng t o you in r eference t o the confer
ence at Ames· on July 16 , 1946 . First I want to t hank you for t he 
very excel lent time I had ther e and f or t he v er y excellent hospi
tal ity of your gr O';l-P• I an sure we vd ll a ll renember the :9arty 
at Ricci ' s for some t ime . 

In connecti on vdth speci f ic co~~ents on the pr es entations , 
f i r s t I vJant t o say that the staff at A.>:1e s made an excellent shoYi
ing a s wa s indi cated by the i nter est of t he audience and in di s
cussion on the conference both at San :i.i'r anci s co and l ater at Los 
Angel es . Ther e ar e a few com.Dents I night make : the speaker s 
shoul d ~~ve been more at ease . Sever al of then bave t he impres
s i on that thei r tal ks ·wer e memorized. Ther e was a tendency for 
yhem t o use cliches . I t hi n..1.c i t is prefer abl e that the r1en as
sume an inf or mal attitude i n their tall~--more as though they 
wer e conversi ng with t he gr oup r ather than t al king to them. 

I t hi nk at f uture confer ences our di spl ays should be l es s 
e l aborate. Ther e vms a tendency to wonder in vrhat manner the 
charts woul d be ch~~ged i n each succeeding denonstration . In t he 
:flight ;;.,rork, I woul d have appreciated more i nf ormation on the 
test r esul ts and l ess on the i nstrumentation . 

Of course , the purpose of thi s conference was to fami l i arize 
the peopl e attending i t with the apparatus avail ab l e at iLl'les •. 
But I think at a future meeting mor e emphasi s should be plaoed on . 
r e sul ts . Tib.en I went t o t he Langl ey conf erence I fe l t I was get
t i ng a rather intense course in aerodynamics as contrastea t o an 
explanat i on of resear ch f acilit i es . 

The operation of the wind tunnel s a t the Ames confer ence was 
discussed i n sonew4at too :ouch det ai l. I thought t he icing t a l k 
was qui t e excellent. The movie was ·well pr epared and interesting 
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although the shots of the men getting ~n~;o the plane cight oe de
l eted. The tal k at the full-sca l e wind tunnel was particularl y 
interesting because of the material it presented vri th which I yra.s 
unfamiliar . I particularly enjoyed the discussion at the 12- foot 
wind t'Llllil.e 1. 

In connection ·with the group l eader s , I think a little more 
pep night have been shown i n keeping the r;r oup together ill moving 
f rom one building to another . It is my ir.~ression that ill handl
ing a group ·of this sort they specifically -,·rant to be tol d ·where 
to go and to be prevented from straggling. Although, in that line, 
I r.d.ght mention an experience •·re had at Cleveland: - •;1e ·rrere show
ing a group through the l abor atory one of the members bei ng Dr . 
Eunsa_lcer. Unfortunate l y , one of our guides did :a.ot know Dr . Htm
saker . During the course of the tour , he called Dr. Hunsaker and 
tol d him we would pr efer not to have any straggling. Dr. Eunsaker 
said, "Young man, if I v1ant to straggl e , I'll straggle J11

• 

Very trul y yours , 

.. .---

Allffi : jhg 
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Vff,l' ~ 
Dear~1~mit~y~ ~· , . ~~RV ~ 

It was certainly nice of you to write the very fine coN:V;;-
letter o~ July .?~·, complimenting our staff on service ;~~~·~t.rl'l 
rendered for "' your Annual Inspection, and I am. passing it __.--,1 "" 
on to the boys who did the work. A little pat on the fRO: -~ 
back always helps, and I appreciate your thoughtfulness. f 

We will be very happy to have you call on us at any 
time for any service wa can render you. 

I didn't really have a chance to visit around and 
talk to the group out there. The stay was much too short. 
But I want to tell you how very much I enjoyed the trip, 
and particularly the dinner, one feature of which -
according to Walter Diehl -was the best example ever seen 
of collaboration and concerted action on the part of the 
laboratories 1 It does seem too· bad you have all the good 
restaurants -Rickey's (?), ·Dinah's, Longb~n•s, etc. -
all grouped together there. 

Best regards to you. and thanks for your fine 
hospitality. 

Very sincerely yours, 
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l!EIDRANDUM For Staff 

Moffett Field, California, 
Juzy 29, 1946. 

Subject: FIRST ANNUAL INSPECTION -AMES AERONAUTICAL LABORATORY. 

1. The excellent manner in which the First Annual Inspection 
was organized and conducted was greatlY appreciated ~J the Director 
of Aeronautical Research and I want to give to the staff a quotation 
from a letter just received from Dr. Lewis, 

" "I was very pleased to reeeive your letter of July 171 

and am indeed sorry that I was not able to be present at the 
First Annual Inspection of the Ames Laboratory. I want to 
extend to you and all the members of your staff ley' most 
sincere appreciation of your efforts in making this First 
Annual Inspection an outstanding success. 

"All the returns are nGt in, but everyone has indicated 
his pleasure and appreciation of being able to be present and 
witness the most interesting of demonstrations, Special. men
tion was made of the talks given by the members of the techni¢al 
staff, which were clear and to the point, ' 

11Admira.l Richardson made a special call at the office 
Tuesday to tell me how pleased he was, as a llember of the Commit
tee, with the outstanding success of this· First Annual Inspec
tion. He spoke in a most enthusiastic manner '7ith reference to 
the subjects discussed, the research equipment 1 and the genera.lly 
excellent appearance of the Laboratory. I most sincerely regret 
that Admiral Richardson is leaving the Navy, because he has 
been a most helpful and understanding Me~ber. 

"I rmuld greatly appreciate your expressing to your sta!! 
my personal pride in the manner in which the First Annual Inspec
tion was conducted and the research projects discussed. 11 

~~· ·9~U't~ 
Smith ~eFrance, 
Engineer-in-Charge. 



roduced at the National Archives at San Francisco 

J£2011£ C. HIIIISAKER, SC. D. CJwuwo 
GEORGE J. IIEAD, SC. D. Vl<t CIWIIWI 

~ CIIARW G. ABBOT, SC. D. ROBERT H. HIHCKtn'. A. B. 
MAJ. GEN. HENRY H. ARNOLD, U.S. A. CAPTAIN SYDNEY M. KRAUS. U.S. H. 
MAJ. GEN. GEORGE H. BRETT, U.S. A. FRANCIS W. REICHELDERFER, SC. D. 
LYMAN J. DRIGGS. PH. D. , REAR ADMIRAL JOHN H. TOWERS. U. S. H. 
VANHEVAR BUSH. SC. D. EDWARD WARNER. SC. D. 
DONALD H. CONNOLLY. 0. S. ORVILLE WRIGHT. SC. D. 
IIIWAM F. DURAND, PH. D. 

cowwma HEAJ)QUAatus 

15!10 HEW HANPSHIRt AVL, DUPONT ClKCU 
\YASHIHGTOH, D. C. 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

FOR AERONAUTICS 
LANGLEY MEMORIAL AERONAUTICAL LABORATORY 

LANGLEY FJELD, HAMPTON, VA. 

ANU AtiOHAIITTCAL I.AIOIATOaT 
Mornn FJWI, CAur. July 25' 1946. . . - TELEPHONE: HAMPTON 6341 

AloCIAfl EHOIIIt RUEARCit I.AIOIATOIY 

III1Hit1P.U. AIRPORT. CUYW!ID. 0100 

1~ . Smith J. DeFrance, Engineer-in-Charge, 
Ames Aeronautical Laboratory, 
National Advisory Commdttee for Aeronautics, 
Hoffett Field, California. 

Dear Smith: 
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Now that I am home again, I want to let you know hol-t much~~ 
appreciated the hospitality of all you folks out there, and nar-
ticularly to let you kno'llt how much I appreciated the "'ork of- ~ 
Hood and Parsons . They had preparations for the conference {J) 1X~ 
very nicely organized, and I "'as particularly pleased that I was0vt6 FT 
able, through their organization, to 1·rork effectively ,.,ith them. TA 
The tealll\'rork sho\ro. by everyone \·ras splendid, and I appreciated liFT
the courtesy and cooperation sho'trn by everybody \oli th 'tThom I had 
contact. It was a swell show a.nd an indication of a good or-
ganization . 

I also \•tail.t to thank you and Ruth for your kind ho spitality, 
a.s I thoroughly enjoyed myself while there. 

'nth kind regards, I am 

Yours very truly, 

• • J!i, Reid, 
I 

~neer-in-Charge. 
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July 17. 1946 

Mr. Smith J.· DeFrance 
Eng1neer-1n~Oharge
Ames Aeronautical Laboratory
Moffett Field, Calif. 

Dear Mr. Defrance: 

On bebalt ot the MACA I wish to congratulate and 
commend the entire staff .ot the Ames Aeronautical 
laboratory on the grand success ot the First Annual 
Inspection on July 16, 1946. · 

Despite the tao~ that this was the tirst such artair 
at the Ames Laboratory, it measured up to the NAOA 
standards 1n every respect and reflected credit not only 
on the Laboratory but also on the NACA as an organization.
The visitors with whom I talked were ~~~ng in their 
praise or the MACA and were impressed not only by th$ 
clearness and extent ot the data presented but also by
the smooth efficient teamwo~k ot all who had a part. 

·The members of the main Oomm.1ttee who were present
were proud ot the splendid showing made by the Ames 
Aeronautical Laboratory and~1sh thelr congratulations 
to be oonve,-ed to all personnel ot the Laboratory . 
and especially to those who contributed to the success 
ot the occasion. 

Sincerely yours, 

John F. Victory,
Executive Seo~etary. 
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